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SOONER STAR NEWS 
MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB CENTRAL OKLAHOMA 

Autumn is a second spring when every leaf 
is a flower.     ~ Albert Camus  
 
Your Section ushered in the autumn 

season with our 2017 Classics on the 

River car show and a successful show it 

was   Over 40 beautiful Mercedes-Benz 

coupes, convertibles and sedans from 

the 1950s to 2018 along with a large 

number of Porsches graced the Devon 

Boathouse.  Many folks attending other 

events in the Boathouse District 

stopped by to view this impressive array of beautiful automobiles.   

Later, Members enjoyed a wonderful evening at the banquet 

following.  Our Section’s guests included MBCA National President, 

Terry Kiwala, MBCA Regional Director, Gene Jurick and MBOKC 

Managing Partner and General Manager, Todd Bondy.  The show 

winners along with photos of the day are included in this newsletter.  

The events of the day were in support of Sunbeam Family Services.  

MBOKC pledged $5000 to Sunbeam along with up to $10,000 in 

matching contributions.  A $3000 personal pledge from Todd Bondy 

along with $2000 in member gifts were matched and along with 

various auction items, more than $16,000 was raised for the evening.  

This is a tremendous result but I encourage Members who have not 

yet contributed to Sunbeam to please consider making your gift.  

Those Members who have visited the Sunbeam have seen firsthand 

the life-changing work Sunbeam is providing the most vulnerable of 
our community.   

Terry Kiwala’s second and final term as National President ends at 

the end of November.  Terry has made a lasting mark on MBCA 

with his leadership and has brought the Club’s financial affairs into 

a firm and secure status.  
Continued on page 8… 
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Concours on the River 
By Bill Nash 

The Central Oklahoma Section’s 2017 car show was held on September 30th, and was a great success.  
Mercedes-Benz of Oklahoma City, Porsche of Oklahoma City and the OKC Boathouse Foundation 
sponsored the show.  All proceeds from the show were donated to Sunbeam Family Services.  We had 40 
Mercedes-Benz entries and an equal number of Porsches entered in the show.  The Mercedes models 
ranged in age from 1952 to 2017.  The Best of Show award was a 1952 W187 MB 220. Mercedes-Benz of 
Oklahoma provided three new models for display, an S400 sedan, an S550 Cabriolet, and an E400 
Cabriolet.  They also provided two classic Mercedes from Bob Howard’s personal collection. 
 
The weather was nice and there were a number of events in the Boathouse District, which provided a very 
good audience to observe the beautiful display of cars. 
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1952, Mercedes 220 People’s Choice Award Winner 
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Interview with Terry Kiwala, MBCA National President 
By Masood Khan 

Terry Kiwala, National President of MBCA 

was in Oklahoma to attend the September 

30th Car Show and Awards Dinner.  Terry is 

about to complete his second term as 

President, his presence provided me with an 

opportunity to ask him about his experience. 

At the Awards Dinner, Terry, Gene Jurick 

(MBCA South Central Regional Director) 

and I had a candid discussion on my 

interview questions but Terry agreed to send 

more detailed answers later. On Sunday as I 

was finalizing the October/November 

Newsletter, his response to those questions 

arrived from Stuttgart, Germany.  

 

 

 

Masood Khan: How would you describe the experience of serving as the President of MBCA? 

 

Terry Kiwala: This has been an amazing experience in so many regards. I have made so many great memories and 

MBCA has made so much progress as an enthusiast organization and a business in four years. The best part, at least 

for me, is that I was elected when I was 35. Now, at 39, I have the rest of my life to enjoy MBCA events with the 

members I have known for nearly 25 years, and many more members I have been so fortunate to befriend over the 

past four years. 
 

Masood Khan: What were the biggest challenges? 

 

Terry Kiwala: Challenges, where do I start? As with any new job, there was a pretty steep learning curve. In 

addition, this was a new role for me, to be in charge of anything (I have always been in charge of the money only). 

A few months into the term, I figured that I should better act Presidential and that would command respect. I set 

the priorities for myself and the club, and really did not deviate from those ever since. We have made great fiscal 

improvements, hired a phenomenal Executive Director, and I hope that all the travels re-engaged a strong group of 

active members across the country. 
 

Masood Khan: What are the biggest accomplishments? 

 

Terry Kiwala: I can point to a number of things that went right over the past four years. The best part of these four 

years has been hiring Mike Regenniter and working with him and Cindy Tumbleson, because they run the best 

team, bar none. It is my sincere hope any of my successes look minor as new leaders take charge and push MBCA 

further into the future. I know I have met many of the people who are now going to lead the Club in the future. I 

hope I keep up with them, and as they help this organization remain current and relevant to our members, that I am 

able to say "[Your name here (hopefully Masood)] I knew you when..."  
 

Continued on the next page… 

Terry Kiwala with “Red Pig” at the Mercedes-Benz Museum 
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Interview with Terry Kiwala Continued… 

 

Masood Khan: Do you feel there are any unfulfilled goals? 

 

Terry Kiwala: There are always unfulfilled goals. As for one, I'd love to have a members' automobile registry so we 

know exactly what cars our members are driving and tailor events, press and publicity towards those cars. MBCA 

did that in its early days, and the documentation that I was given (and subsequently donated to the NBO) is pretty 

cool. With the power of electronic media, this would help establish automobile histories, which could further 

enhance the membership experience when one buys their first car. In addition, MBCA needs to create a system and 

algorithm that allows it to track and establish values of key vintage automobiles by capturing the correct 

information from buyers and sellers, as well as the condition of the car. As MBCA is perceived as an authority on 

condition and valuation metrics, our members will find our information critical as they monitor their vintage car 

investments. 

 

Masood Khan: What is your vision for the future of the Club? 

 

Terry Kiwala: I want this Club to serve and delight its members. How this happens in the future is quite the 

unknown. As I said in my last column, the terms of ownership of vehicles is changing quickly as technology adapts 

the way and frequency that we use cars. MBCA will need to pivot and support enthusiasts, even if the enthusiasts 

rent their AMG cars for the day, instead of owning them. And MBCA will need to support vintage car owners as 

well, proving timely, correct and strategic information that helps them inform their ownership (this goes to my 

registry and valuation commentary above). 

 

Masood Khan: Would you be interested in coming back again to serve as President? 

 

Terry Kiwala: This Club is about far more than me. If I am successful, new faces and ideas will guide the 

organization forward, and these faces will recruit a new generation of leaders who can guide the Club forward -- so 

if you're wondering, that's a "no". I will enjoy attending section events and maintaining so many relationships that I 

have developed over nearly 25 years of membership, but I will go back to a member and enjoy seeing the progress of 

the Club. I am also available to the National Board and sections to serve, attend, lend my skills, whatever, in any way 

that the Sections and MBCA need me. While the role and its term are now complete, my sentiment remains and my 

actions will follow. I extend this offer to my friends in Oklahoma -- you have formed a wonderful section and I want 

your progress to continue. I look forward to attending one of your shows personally with one of my cars. 

 

I am writing this email from Germany, where I attended an annual meeting of all international Mercedes-Benz Club 

presidents. I do want to share two thoughts that are so important to me, and two photos with you. First, as all my 

conversations this weekend taught me, this business is personal. We are enthusiasts and we love our cars. Through 

the cars, we form relationships, and from those relationships an organization sustains itself. So please, if you are a 

member who is showing your car at a concours for the first time, meet everyone on the field. You will find that they 

are not scary at all and will welcome you into this special community. If you are a longtime member, make a special 

effort to make all your new friends feel the same benefit that you get out of your membership. The people you meet 

and befriend will continue the cycle you have worked so hard to create and perpetuate. 

 

 

Continued on the next page… 
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Interview with Terry Kiwala Continued… 

 

Finally, we are a very 

lucky group of 

Mercedes-Benz 

enthusiasts. We have 

the ability to drive, 

service and show our 

cars whenever we 

want, and wherever 

we want. Hearing the 

stories of the 

struggles, risks, and 

political and 

economic turmoil of 

my counterparts in 

other countries was 

really humbling. And 

how ironic was it that 

the Presidents of the 

Mercedes-Benz Club 

of America, the 

Mercedes-Benz Club 

of Iran, the Mercedes-

Benz Club of Mexico, 

and the Mercedes-Benz Club of Venezuela just had dinner together and had a great time, so much so that we 

snapped a picture? There is something special that we have created worldwide and even in this political climate we 

spent an evening laughing together. I hope everyone realizes and appreciates the opportunity that they have as 

Americans, and I hope their enthusiasm for Mercedes-Benz vehicles causes them to support new members who can 

propel the club further. 
 

The first picture is with the Red Pig at the Mercedes museum -- as an AMG enthusiast who am I to resist such a 

photo opp where I could be up close and personal next to that legendary car?  

 

 

Editor’s note: Terry Kiwala has asked me that I must publish the following:    

 

Terry Kiwala: I want to thank you and Farah, and Charles and Debbie, for all your support and friendship. My time 

with you have been so memorable, and it will continue. Actions will speak louder than words, but you'll just have 

to hold me to that. I'll see you soon. 

 

Presidents of the Mercedes-Benz Clubs of America, Iran, Mexico & Venezuela 
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President’s Message continued… 

 Terry’s presence at the car show represented his fifth visit to our Section.  Terry has been a good friend to 

this Section and to this Section president.  I will miss Terry at the helm of MBCA, as I know many others 

will as well.  Terry has promised to continue visiting us and we look forward to him joining us again.  I 

wish Terry all the best.    

Please mark your calendar for our next upcoming events.  Our fall road trip to Crystal Bridges in 

Bentonville, AR is November 11.  If you have not signed up to participate, please contact Bill Nash or me.  

The Fairfield Inn & Suites of Bentonville/Rogers will be our headquarters.  Then, on December 13 we will 

again gather at the Twin Hills Golf & Country Club for our annual Christmas dinner/party.  You don’t 

want to miss this fun evening. 

Finally, it is my sad duty to report the passing of our long-time Member and Past President, Bud Norman.  

Bud was an enthusiastic supporter of this Section and his leadership as Past President was invaluable.  We 

extend our sincerest sympathies to Shari and the entire family during this difficult time.  Bud will be 

missed.   

 
Don’t forget, we’re on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Central-
Oklahoma-Section/116487505215294 

Newsletter Editor Wanted 
Mercedes-Benz Club of Central Oklahoma is looking for a volunteer to take over the editorial 

responsibilities of the Section Newsletter the Sooner Star News. As the terms of current Section Officers 

and half of the Board Members are coming to an end in 2018, the Section leadership is actively looking for 

dedicated Members/Associate Members to fill in these positions including that of the  

Newsletter Editor. 

Proficiency with Microsoft Word and Adobe Acrobat is essential. 

Please contact Masood Khan at central.ok.mbca@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Christmas Dinner is back @ Twin Hills Golf & Country Club. Please mail in your  

checks with dinner choices and number of dinners, to Section Treasurer Bill Nash by 

December 5, 2017 at the following address.  

     MBCA P.O. Box 1518, Edmond, OK 73083-1518 

      Dinner Choices 

      Fillet       $40.00 

      Salmon   $38.00 

      Chicken  $32.00 

If choosing fillet please write on your check (memo) how you want your fillet done.  

2017 CHRISTMAS PARTY 
@ Twin Hills Golf & Country Club 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Central-Oklahoma-Section/116487505215294
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Central-Oklahoma-Section/116487505215294
mailto:central.ok.mbca@gmail.com
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New Members 
Donald Dean, Yukon, Oklahoma 

Tom Douglass, Edmond, Oklahoma 

Dickk Woolbright, Edmond, Oklahoma 
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On September 30th, the Section held its annual car show banquet at the Petroleum Club in downtown 
Oklahoma City.  Honored guests included MBCA National President Terry Kiwala, MBCA South Central 
Regional Director Gene Jurick, MBOKC Operating Partner/General Manager Todd Bondy and two 
Members of designated charity; Sunbeam Family Services’ Young Professionals Board.  Thirty-four Club 
Members and guests were in attendance, including Members of the Eastern Oklahoma Section.   
 
Section President Charles Woods introduced MBCA’s National President Terry Kiwala.  Terry Kiwala 
expressed his appreciation of the efforts of the Central Oklahoma Section and complimented the Section 
Officers for their leadership.  Terry has attended five Central Oklahoma Section functions (car shows, 
picnic, and Christmas dinners) during his presidency.  
 
 
 
During his remarks, Todd Bondy MBOKC Operating Partner/General Manager announced a personal 
donation of $3,000 and $10,000 donation from MBOKC.  He challenged the Members to raise another 
$2,000, which happened through Member donations and auction of two ladies wristwatches donated by 
MBOKC Parts & Service department. After the banquet, Todd said, “We were thrilled to support the 
event and help raise over $16,000 for a great cause.  Thank you all for your support for the event and your 
participation in the Club.” Later Section President Charles Woods presented awards to the car show 
winners:   
 
1975-Earlier MB Coupe/Cabriolet       Charles Boyd                     1959 220S Cabriolet 

1975-Earlier MB Sedan/Wagon             Jim Tahari                1958 190 

1976-84 MB Sedan/Wagon                   Marcia Daniels                  1985 300SD 

1995-Later MB Sedan/Wagon              Roland Walters                 2008 S63 AMG 

1995-Later MB Coupe/Cabriolet                    Mike Dipple             2006 CLS500 

1989-Earlier MB SL Class                       John Kushnerick      1986 560SL 

1990-2002 MB SL Class                          Kenny Hoffman                2002 SL600 

2003-Later MB SL Class                          Bill Ware                  2007 SL550 

People’s Choice Award                         John Dyer                 1952 220 

2017 Classics on the River Banquet 

By Bill Nash 
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301 W 15th St Edmond, OK 73013 

(405) 341-6030 or 1 800-341-6030 

http://silverstarimports.com 

 

www.silverstarimports.com 

November 12th, Drive to Bentonville, Arkansas 

 

Club has organized a drive to Bentonville, AR on Saturday November 12th to 

visit Crystal Bridges. Details will be available at the October 17th Dinner 

Meeting. If you cannot attend the dinner meeting and are interested in the 

drive, please contact Charles Woods: soonercpa1@msn.com. 

http://www.silverstarimports.com/
mailto:soonercpa1@msn.com
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Pictures from the Banquet 



 

 15 

 

 

Sooner Star News 

October/November 2017 

 

Editor: Masood Khan 

Asst. Editor: Bill Nash 

 

Contributing Credits for this issue: Terry Kiwala, Bill Nash, 

Daimler AG, Pat Nash, Charles Woods, Masood Khan, and 

Mercedes-Benz etc. 

 

Photography Credits for this issue: Daimler AG, Mercedes-

Benz, Terry Kiwala, Kenny Hoffman, Mike Dippel, Masood 

Khan, and Google etc. 

 

Advertising Chair: Greg Morgan, gmorgan41@gmail.com 

 

The Sooner Star News is published bi-monthly by the Central 

Oklahoma Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, as a 

benefit of MBCA Membership. Subscriptions for non-members 

are not available. Rates for advertising are available from the 

Advertising Chair, whose address and phone number are on the 

back cover. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submitted 

material. 

 

Permission to reprint any original article is hereby expressly 

granted to other MBCA Sections. Opinions expressed are those 

of the authors and not necessarily those of either MBCA or the 

Central Oklahoma Section. Neither MBCA nor the Central 

Oklahoma Section endorses products or services, but may, as a 

part of our informational activities, allow them to be cited in 

articles and notices. 

 

The trade names and trademarks “Mercedes-Benz,” 

“Mercedes,” and the three-pointed star in a circle, are owned by 

Daimler AG and are authorized for use by its licensees, which 

include MBCA, exclusively. Contact MBCA’s National 

Business Office for additional information. 

MBCA Central Oklahoma Section 

P. O. Box 1518, Edmond, OK 73083-1518 

central.ok.mbca@gmail.com 

 

 

Calendar of Events 2017 
 

October 7th;   Coffee & Cars, OKC 

 

October 17th;  Member’s Dinner Meeting @ El 

Chico’s, Quail Springs, OKC 

 

October 21st;    Board of Directors Meeting @ MBOKC 

 

November 4th; Coffee & Cars, OKC 

 

November 12th; Drive to Bentonville, AR 

 

December 2nd;   Coffee & Cars, OKC 

 

December 12th;  Annual Christmas Party @ Twin Hills 

Golf & Country Club, OKC 

 
GET FIT, FEEL FIT, STAY FIT 

WITH FIT 3 

Contact Marcia Daniels 

truly.reliv.com 

405-922-3363 

 

 

 
Let Me Show You How to Reliv! 

mailto:gmorgan41@gmail.com
mailto:central.ok.mbca@gmail.com
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America 

www.mbca.org 

Central Oklahoma Section Officers & Directors 

Regional Director South Central Region: Gene Jurick, gjurick@tx.rr.com 

Directors 

 

 

Carol Fisher  (405) 752-5959 

Jeff Leatherock (405) 943-9795 

Paul Rodesney (405) 620-0124  

Tom Whiteley  (405) 692-3475 
 

Officers Central Oklahoma Section 

 

 

President:    Charles Woods      (405) 359-2821 

Vice President:   Tony Marruchella (843) 513-6612 

Secretary:     Masood Khan        (405) 326-2531 

Treasurer:     Bill Nash            (405) 478-7677 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Central-Oklahoma-Section/116487505215294 

Join The Club:  https://centralok.mbca.org/join-today 

http://www.centralok.mbca.org/
http://www.mbca.org/
mailto:gjurick@tx.rr.com

