
 

 

                    October/ November2016 

 

I see the turning of a leaf 

 dancing in an autumn sun, 

And brilliant shades of crimson 

 glowing when a day is done. 
~ Hazelmarie Mattie Elliott 

 

Our Club’s marquee event for year, the 

2016 Car Show is now only days away.  

Be sure your calendar is marked for 

Saturday, October 22, at the Boathouse 

District.  Your Club needs your support, 

so register your Mercedes-Benz now.  Whether your Mercedes-Benz 

is a Vintage Mercedes-Benz, Classic Mercedes-Benz, Late Model 

Mercedes-Benz, New Mercedes-Benz, 2-door, 4-door, Convertible, 

Sedan, Hardtop, Wagon, SUV or G-Wagon, bring it for display or 

judging.  If you cannot enter a Mercedes-Benz, still plan to enjoy the 

day at the Boathouse seeing the beautiful Mercedes-Benz 

automobiles and visiting with your fellow MBCA members.  And, be 

sure to register for the evening’s banquet (and October meeting) at 
the beautiful and historic Colcord Hotel in downtown OKC.   
 

Last Saturday was our fall Benz and Breakfast, which was held at 

Sunbeam Family Services.  As you know, Sunbeam has become your 

Club’s supported organization.  Katherine Craig, Sunbeam’s 

Director of Development hosted a number of our members and 

guided our tour of the Sunbeam facilities.  We learned from 

Katherine how Sunbeam is daily changing the lives of many 

Oklahoma City citizens with its early childhood services, foster care 

program, counseling services and senior care services, including its 

emergency senior shelter.  Our members on the tour were touched 

by the level of commitment and care Sunbeam has for each 

individual person they serve with these critically needed services.  

Continued on page 2… 
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President’s message continued… 

For members who missed this opportunity, we will plan another tour this upcoming year.  You won’t 

want to miss it.    

 

Please consider making Sunbeam a part of your personal charitable giving.  All proceeds from the Car 

Show will go to our Sunbeam support.  MBOKC has generously agreed to match up to $10,000, all Car 

Show proceeds and MBCA giving.  I’ve written my check to Sunbeam and I hope you will join me in 

supporting Sunbeam’s mission of help, hope and opportunity to succeed for people of all ages in our 
community. 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Oklahoma Section had its Board of Directors meeting on October 1st 2016, at MBOKC. This was 

the first Board meeting of the new Board of Directors whose term expires on September 30th 2018. Board 

elected the Section Officers: President; Charles Woods, Vice President; Tony Marruchella, Secretary; 

Masood Khan and Treasurer; Bill Nash, for a two-year term ending on October 31st 2018. 

Along with the routine business, the Board approved the nomination of Carol Fisher on the Board to 

replace Owen Grimes who resigned before the start of his term.  

******* 

October 2016 Board of Directors Meeting 
Central Oklahoma Section Secretary 

 On Saturday, September 24th Central OK Members 

visited our adopted charity Sunbeam Family 

Services. Members were given a tour of the 45,000 

sq. ft. facility and were enlightened on the scope of 

services provided by Sunbeam. 
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2017 Mercedes-Benz S63 AMG Cabriolet First Impression 
By Masood Khan 

On a perfect top-down Saturday morning, 
Charles, Bill and I had the opportunity to 
taste the all-new S63 AMG Cabriolet. It was a 
real pleasure to drive the S Cabriolet; every 
mile of the drive was fun.  
 
First impression is the last impression; and 
wonderful it is. Fit and finish both inside and 
outside is excellent with a lot of attention to 
detail.  
 
Interior: Four-passenger cockpit has four 
massive individual heated and cooled seats 
with massage feature. A sea of leather 
accentuated with wood and aluminum trim, 
two high-resolution screens in the dashboard 

one with the command system and the other with a virtual instrument cluster greet you. The test car was 

equipped with head-up display, air scarf, seat belt presenters and LED ambient lighting etc.  
 
Ride: Though this is a big car weighing almost five thousand pounds but once you drive, it does not feel 
huge or heavy. It rides firm and sporty but absorbs every bump on the pavement. 4-wheel multilink 

independent suspension does an amazing job of absorbing the bumps while harnessing unnecessary body 
roll in the corners. And then there is air-cap to keep your neatly combed hair in place.  

 
Powertrain: The car is swift, the 577-hp, 5.5L biturbo V8 engine, mated with a 7 Speed AMG 
SPEEDSHIFT MCT transmission and 664 lb-ft of torque pushes the 4817 lbs. S effortlessly.   
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Vital Statistics:  
 

Overall length  198.6 in 

Overall height    56.2 in (with top up) 
Overall width   83.0 in (with mirrors) 
Wheelbase   115.9 in 

Curb weight   4,817 lbs. 
Trunk capacity  TBD 

Transmission type  7-speed AMG SPEEDSHIFT® MCT 

Engine    5.5 L AMG biturbo V 
Power    577 hp @ 5,500 rpm 

Acceleration, 0-60 mph 3.8 sec 

City fuel economy  14 mpg 

Highway fuel economy 22 mpg 

 
Pricing: The base price is $176,400.00, the car I drove was 4Matic and with multiple extras that 
contributed to a price tag of almost $198,000.00. Without a doubt it would be a lot of fun to have one in 
your garage provided you have some extra pocket change.  

Thanks are in order for Mr. Todd Bondy, GM Mercedes-Benz of Oklahoma City, and for a young, energetic and 

courteous young man from Sales; Jared Filip, for making this test drive possible.  

New Automated Guest Recognition System at Mercedes-Benz of OKC 

By Bryon Hudgins 

The new automated guest recognition system we have recently installed at Mercedes Benz! In short, the system uses 

RFID technology to automatically recognize a vehicle the moment it pulls onto the service drive. Immediately, our 

staff is notified of a client’s arrival and a personalized welcome message displayed on 65” monitor. Additionally, for 

our clients that utilize a loaner vehicle, it also provides a similar alert when they return to pick up their vehicle after 

service has been completed.  Our intent is that this system will aid in our goal of providing our clients a more 

welcoming and personal experience, with the added benefit of increasing efficiency in our drop off/pick up 

processes. 
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www.allstarmotors.com 

New Members 

Scott Dunn, Edmond, Oklahoma 

David Richardson, Ardmore, Oklahoma 

http://www.allstarmotors.com/
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220S Ponton Restoration Part XV 
By Charles Boyd  

Progress is moving us along. The convertible top is now installed which is no small chore when done in 

concourse fashion. The ponton top has first of all, a headliner so that from the inside it has the appearance 

of a sedan. Next comes a one inch Dacron padding which must be hand sewn into place to prevent it 

from moving. Next comes the cloth overlay to further hold the padding in place. Finally the convertible 

top is put in place and tied into the seals and the chrome strips. This is the same procedure used on the 

Rolls Royce Corniche and is done so that there is no wind noise from the top flapping in the wind. (Photo 

#1 for the finished top) 

 

Most of the carpet is in place with only the foot wells left. These will be done when it is no longer 

necessary to walk on them while doing other jobs. 

The side windows are being made and will be tempered before installation, once they are done, the door 

panels, which are ready, can be installed along with the seats and steering wheel. The only major chore 

insofar as time and money is to fit the chrome that goes on the wheel wells and rocker panels. Once fitted 

the chrome will be sent to be re-plated and then installed permanently. I have my doubts about the 

October show but plan to have a private club showing when it is completed. 
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Alex Iwan, Public Relations agency head, 

author and blogger form Düsseldorf is in 

love with her 380SLC, she calls it 

“passion”. The 35 year-old Coffee Brown 

car with Brazil Brown leather interior; 

embodies classic looks, style, luxury and 

a touch of exclusivity.  

 

Her father worked for Daimler-Benz, 

there was never another brand of car in 

her life and she says; she cannot imagine 

driving anything other than a Mercedes-

Benz. Though the new Mercedes-Benz models are impressive in terms of design, comfort and technology, 

Alex is in love with classic Mercedes. She shares this passion of hers with the readers of her blog as well.  

 

Slash Eight* (W114-W115) was her first car that she purchased with the little extra money she earned. The 

car was lucky as she met her husband in it. She got her second Slash Eight” in “Prada Blue” as a wedding 

gift from her husband. The 1973 coupe is her constant companion Slash Eight that she keeps for vacations 

in Spain. But in Düsseldorf, it is the 380SLC that is the daily driver.  
 

* Stroke Eight W114-W115 

She’s Mercedes 

Alex Iwan, PR Agency head, author and blogger 
By Classic Magazine and Masood Khan 
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301 W 15th St Edmond, OK 73013 

(405) 341-6030 or 1 800-341-6030 

http://silverstarimports.com 

 

www.silverstarimports.com 

August Dinner Meeting at Bellini’s Ristorante 
By Bill Nash 

 

In August we tried a new venue for our monthly 

dinner meeting, Bellini’s Ristorante, the Italian 

Underground hidden in the Waterford Building.  

Bellini’s features a patio that overlooks a reflective 

pool and cascading waterscape.  Obviously this was a 

great choice as we had fifty members and guests in 

attendance.     

Our guest speaker was Michael Rush, owner of one of 

our Section’s sponsors, Sliver Star Imports in 

Edmond.  Michael provided a review of how he 

started his business and answered many questions 

from our members. 

Overall it was a great meeting, excellent food and service and an entertaining speaker. 

http://www.silverstarimports.com/
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At "Mondial de l'Automobile 2016", in Paris, Dr. Dieter Zetsche, CEO of Daimler AG and Head of 

Mercedes‑Benz Cars, presented the company's strategy for the mobility of the future: "connectivity, 

autonomous driving, sharing and electric drive systems – each of these four trends has the potential to 

turn our industry on its head. Yet the real revolution lies in intelligently linking the four trends," said 

Zetsche at the Mercedes‑Benz press conference in Paris. The company is restructuring itself accordingly.  

 

The strategic orientation of Mercedes‑Benz Cars 

for the future will be brought together under 

CASE. CASE stands for the four pillars 

Connected, Autonomous, Shared & Service 

and Electric Drive. "To guarantee the logical 

fusion of all four future trends, we are 

bringing together the respective activities in 

a new, legally separate entity. This focus is 

aimed at achieving greater speed and 

effectiveness of implementation." Zetsche 

unveiled the concept vehicle 

"Generation EQ" as the forerunner of the 

new era of mobility at Mercedes-Benz. Based 

on an SUV, the close-to-production electric vehicle symbolizes the new strategic direction. At the same 

time, Zetsche also unveiled the new product brand under which Mercedes‑Benz will bundle all its electric 

mobility activities in future: "EQ". 

 

Mercedes-Benz Reinvents Itself 

By Daimler AG, edited by Masood Khan 
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Editor’s Note 

Mercedes Spotting… 

“The end is the beginning of all things”  Jiddu Krishnamurti 

 

End of summer brought not only the beginning of autumn but also a new Board of Directors and a new 

Executive Committee for our Section. A warm thank you to Bobbye Van Horn and Ed Hoag for an 

outstanding and long service to our Section. Your leadership and wisdom will be missed on the Board. 

A warm welcome to Carol Fisher and Tony Marruchella the two new Board Members. We 

are sure our Section will benefit from your energy and talent in the years to come.  

Let the success and stability of our Section continue without an end.   
 

Masood Khan 

1:18 Scale models used for MB Classic Center 2017 Calendar 
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Calendar of Events 2016 
 

 

October 1st;  Board of Directors Meeting @ MBOKC 

 

October 1st;  Coffee & Cars OKC 

 

October 22nd; Classics on the River @ Devon Boat 

House 

 

November 5th;  Coffee & Cars OKC 

 

November 15th; Members’ Monthly Dinner Meeting @ 

Mama Roja’s, OKC 

 

December 3rd; Coffee & Cars OKC 

 

December 20th; Christmas Party @ Twin Hills 

Country Club 

mailto:gmorgan41@gmail.com
mailto:central.ok.mbca@gmail.com
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Our 2016 Car Show is quickly approaching and your Section needs you – and your Mercedes- Benz! This 
year’s show returns to the OKC Boathouse District, and the Porsche Club is joining us for an All-German 

marque show. The Boathouse District continues to grow and we expect many of the area’s visitors to 
take in the car show. If you’ve not visited the Boathouse District, you’re in for a treat as the District has 

become one of OKC’s jewels and what a venue for our car show! This Car Show includes: 
 

• Vintage Mercedes-Benz 
• Classic Mercedes-Benz 
• Late Model Mercedes-Benz 
• New Mercedes-Benz 
• 2-Doors, 4-Doors, Convertibles, Sedans, Hardtops, Wagons, SUVs, G-Wagons, if it has a       
Three-Pointed Star on the hood we need it. 

 

The show offers something for every Mercedes-Benz: 
 
• Display Classes 

o Open categories for non-judged displays 
o A great way to show daily drivers and classic survivors 

• Judged Classes 
o Award competition categories 

• Silver Star Preservation Class 
o Inspected to receive Silver Star Preservation certification. Scoring only for originality 

 
Register your car by October 15, 2016 and choose the Display option or Judged option. You can also 

register for the Saturday evening banquet at the historic and beautiful Colcord Hotel. Registration for the 
banquet includes registration for the car show. 

 
Bring your lawn chairs. Arrive at the Boathouse District by 8:30 am. See the sights, view the beautiful Mercedes-
Benz and Porsche automobiles and visit with their owners and enjoy beautiful fall weather. Enjoy good food from 

Big Truck Taco. 
 

Our sponsored organization, Sunbeam Family Services, will be onsite assisting with the show 
Please help us make 2016 the biggest and best Mercedes-Benz Car Show yet. You will have a 

great time and you’ll be glad you were a part of this year’s show. 
 

The car show and banquet registration form is attached. For more information, please call 
Charles Woods 405-640-9500. 
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Classics on the River – Car Show At The Boathouse District 

 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Registrant’s Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________ City: ___________________ State:___ ZIP: _______ 

Phone: (_______) _______ - ______________ e-mail: ________________________________________ 

Vehicles: Year Model/Description Color Fees ($30 1st car, $25 add’l cars) 

1 ______ ______________________________ _____________ $ ____________ Class: _____ 

2 ______ ______________________________ _____________ $ ____________ Class: _____ 

Late Fee: $10.00 (After October 15, 2016) $ ____________ 

Saturday Night Banquet at the Colcord Hotel (Includes Car Show Registration): $75.00 x __ Cars = $ ___ 

Saturday Night Banquet at the Colcord Hotel: $50.00 x _____ People = $ ________ 

Total: $ ____________ 

Make checks payable to the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 

Submit registration forms to: 

Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
Central Oklahoma Section 

P.O. Box 1518 
Edmond, OK 73083-1518 

Need additional information - CONTACT 

Charles Woods 

Phone: 405-640-9500 (cell) 

Email: soonercpa1@msn.com 

Hold Harmless Agreement 

Exhibitor agrees that by voluntarily entering the vehicle(s) described above: (1) exhibitor has in force 

liability insurance for each vehicle, (2) exhibitor will provide proof of such insurance on demand, (3) 

exhibitor indemnifies and holds harmless the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, their officers, agents, 

employees, volunteer show workers, or assigns for any acts or omissions which may result in injury or 

damage to exhibitor’s property that occurs during or results from exhibitor’s participation in this event, and 

(4) exhibitor, by participating in this event, assumes the risk of any and all such injury or damage. 

Owner’s Signature_________________________________Date________________________________ 

Insurance Carrier__________________________________ Policy #_____________________________ 

Classics on the River- Car Show at the Boathouse District 



 

 

  

Mercedes-Benz Club of America 

Central Oklahoma Section 

P. O. Box 1518, Edmond, OK 73083-1518 
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Mercedes-Benz Club of America 

www.mbca.org 

Central Oklahoma Section Officers & Directors 

Regional Director South Central Region: Gene Jurick, gjurick@tx.rr.com 

Directors 

 

Carol Fisher  (405) 752-5959 

Jeff Leatherock (405) 943-9795 

Greg Morgan  (405) 615-2501 

Paul Rodesney (405) 620-0124  

Tom Whiteley  (405) 692-3475 
 

Officers Central Oklahoma Section 

 

 

President:    Charles Woods      (405) 359-2821 

Vice President:   Tony Marruchella (843) 513-6612 

Secretary:     Masood Khan        (405) 326-2531 

Treasurer:     Bill Nash            (405) 478-7677 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Central-Oklahoma-Section/116487505215294 

https://twitter.com/MBcaCOK 

http://www.centralok.mbca.org/
http://www.mbca.org/
mailto:gjurick@tx.rr.com

