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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Greetings!  

It is another beautiful day in Zamunda! 

I use that line from the iconic movie Coming 
to America, because I was able to watch the 
sequel, Coming 2 America, when it came out 
last week. And, I gotta be honest, I got 
choked up. It was neither high art or a great 
movie, but it was good entertainment whose 
biggest positive was seeing all the old 
characters again. Knowing those old friends 
are still vibrant, after the year we have gone through, was touching. 
Baby blue polyester touches my soul.  

The wide vaccination numbers and spring weather have given us an 
opportunity to begin ramping up section activities. I am pleased to 
say we will caravan to the Boy Scouts Car Show (see page 9 for 
details) in Enid on Saturday, March 27. We plan to meet at Rudy’s 
Country Store & Bar-B-Q located on Memorial Road, just east of the 
Hefner Parkway State Highway 74, Saturday morning at 8ish and 
head to Enid at 8:30. John Bowers has graciously agreed to let us 
tour his SL haven (aka Messer-Bowers Insurance office) following 
our lunch at one of Enid’s classiest restaurants. John has one of 
every SL body style from gullwing to the 2000s. Around 10, as I 
recall.  

We are also going ahead with our annual picnic at Hafer Park in 
Edmond. It will be Saturday, June 12. Please set your calendar and 
look for updates. 

Once again, our section is blessed to continue to have outsized 
influence at the national level. Charles Woods, has been elected to 
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the National Board of 
Directors as a Director 
at Large, and he was 
elected by the board 
to be National 
Treasurer/Secretary. 
Charles is a fine and 
capable man, who is 
an ideal choice for this 
role, IMO. Interesting 
tidbit; Charles was an 
early member of our 
section in the early 
1980s, who left for a 
job in Florida around 
1990, and then 
returned to God’s 
Country and our 
section in 2010. 

Thank you for your  
continued support 
and membership over 
this last year. I hope 
we can get back to 
clubbin’ soon. 

It is an honor to serve 
as your section 
President. Thank you 
for making it so easy. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Are you interested in advertising in our section’s newsletter, Sooner Star News? or do you know anyone who 
is? Anyone can advertise in our newsletter. No Mercedes-Benz affiliation required.  

Annual ad rates are:  

Full page with named newsletter sponsorship $1000 

Full page (approx. 9.5” H x 7.5” W) $500 

Half page (approx. 4.75” H x 7.5” W) $350 

1/4 page (approx. 4.75” x 3.75”) $200 

Business Card (approx. 2” x 3.5”) $100 

Advertising rates include a color ad in our digital edition distributed by email to over 200 addressees; free 
link to your business website in our digital edition posted in the newsletter section of our club website and in 
the advertising section of our club website; black and white ad in our print edition; print edition copies for 
distribution at your business.  

Please contact any Section Officer or Director (see page 12) for more information or to place your ad. 

http://www.allstarmotors.com/
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Long Term Membership Recognition 

Our January dinner meeting is the time of year we recognize our long term 
members. Our section acknowledges members with ten consecutive years of 
membership and again every five years after that, by presenting them with a 
certificate thanking them for their membership. Due to COVID, our dinner meetings 
have been cancelled, so certificates were mailed to these milestone members. 

30 years 
Tim Wilson, Hill AFB 

20 years 
Joseph Phillips, Oklahoma City 

15 years 
Jeff & Lisa Leatherock, Oklahoma City 

Paul & Suzen Rodesney, Oklahoma City 

Ken Wells & Carolyn Bullard, Edmond 

10 years 
Jack Chapman, Norman 

Juan & Patty Franco, Oklahoma City 

Sue Greenfield, Edmond 

Ken Hoffman & Mike Dippel, Oklahoma City 

Charles Woods, Edmond 

THANK YOU for your membership and support! 

 before COVID memories……….October 16, 2019 
Monthly Dinner Meeting at Mathis Brothers Furniture 
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The International Stars MBCA 2021 Spring Raffle is open to MBCA members.  

Tickets are $50 each and there is not a limit to the number of tickets a member can purchase. 

Image in contest promotional materials does 
not entirely represent actual prize being won.  

Photo Credit: Mercedes-Benz USA and    
Omni Hilton Head Oceanfront Resort 

for rules and regulations or to purchase tickets online  
visit raffle.mbca.org 

 
 

To purchase tickets by phone, please call 1-800-637-2360. 
(Monday-Thursday 8 am - 4:30 pm or Friday 8 am - 4 pm Mountain Time.) 

Purchase your tickets today for a chance to win your dream car. 

 

https://raffle.mbca.org/
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Talimena Drive 
By Lance Highfill   

In October, as cabin fever began to set in due to the pandemic, 
Tena and I decided to take a day trip in Oklahoma. Looking at the 
various options, we decided to try the Talimena Drive. Talimena is 
the combination of two town names, Talihina, Oklahoma and 
Mena, Arkansas. The route begins and ends in each of these 
towns. The drive is very popular all year, but since it is over a 
mountain range in southeastern Oklahoma it is especially popular 
in the fall as you can look out over valleys of colorful foliage.   

As we had never made this trip before, we researched on the internet and 
spoke with several friends that had made the drive before. Most everyone 
suggested making this a two-day trip as it’s a long drive when done in one 
day. As we like to travel by car and not wanting to spend the night anywhere 
due to the pandemic, we decided to make the trip in one day.   

We left early on a Saturday morning in October and headed west out I-40. 
Along the way, we discussed if we wanted to start the drive in Talihina or 
head on over to Mena and start there. We ultimately decided to drive on over 
to Mena and work our way back west to Talihina. Mena is about a four-hour 
drive from our house in Oklahoma City. We drove along I-40 to the Sallisaw 
area and then headed south on Highway 59.  Neither one of us has spent 
much time in the southeast part of Oklahoma. We learned it’s a very 
interesting part of the state with lots of unique towns and beautiful scenery.   

On the way to Mena, we visited Cavanal Hill, the world’s highest hill. 
It’s located in the Poteau area. Cavanal Hill is 1,999 feet tall, one foot 
short of the minimum to be called a mountain! There are some very 
nice views of southern Oklahoma from this hill. We stopped in 
Poteau to have lunch at Fat Man’s Great Eats, a local BBQ place. The 
food was great and we got to visit with the owner for a bit as they 
were not too busy.   

We continued on from there and 
arrived in Mena early afternoon. 
On the way to Mena, we took the 
scenic route and drove many 
miles on winding roads. We even 
stopped to help a lady change the 
tire on her SUV.  Having been 
raised on a farm, she knew how to 
change the tire, but welcomed 
our help. Along the drive to Mena, we spotted an old Mercedes-Benz 
sitting in a field along the road just a few miles from the Arkansas 
border. Based on what I can tell from the pictures, it’s a W110 body 
from somewhere around 1965 to 1968 and appears to be a 200D. It 

(Continued on page 7) 
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looks to be in fairly decent 
shape, but we decided not 
to venture off to get a 
closer look. From what we 
could see, Mena is an 
interesting town in our 
brief pass through town in search of the entrance to the Talimena 
Drive. We did stop at Myers Cruizzers Drive-In for some ice cream –
in 45 degree weather…lol.      

After eating our ice cream, we located AR-88 aka “The Talimena 
Drive” and began the journey. The actual drive is about 54 miles of 
winding road starting in Arkansas and then entering Oklahoma and 
turning into SH-1.  The drive from end-to-end takes two to three 
hours. The view from the main road is beautiful but there are 
numerous turnouts that offer breathtaking views of the hills and 
valleys in the area. As mentioned earlier, the drive is very scenic 

but even more so during the fall as the foliage is turning colors. 
Along the drive we made a number of stops, one of which was at 
the Queen Wilhelmina State Lodge in Arkansas. The lodge and 
surrounding area is very clean and well kept. The lodge looks like 
a great place to stay along the way; however, if you plan to stay 
there, you need to book months in advance, as the lodge is 
booked solid during the fall months. The only disappointing part 
of the venture was we specifically chose to drive the cabriolet in 
order to enjoy the views with the top down. The temperature 

(Continued from page 6)  

(Continued on page 8) 

Photos and articles for the Sooner Star News are welcomed and appreciated. 
Please submit to leatherock@att.net.           

Editor reserves the right to edit, change, or omit articles for content and style. 

mailto:leatherock@att.net
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was a bit cool (40’s) 
which usually isn’t an 
issue but most of the 
time we were in fog 
and it was misting a 
good portion of the 
drive which made us 
keep the top up for 
most of the trip.   

Overall the trip was 
very fun, but it was a 
long day as we arrived home around 8pm, a full 12 hours of riding/
driving in the car in one day. The next time we take this adventure, 
we will more than likely find a place to stay along the way, so we 
can take extra time to explore Mena and some of the other small 
towns along the route. We will definitely do this drive again in the 
future. 

(Continued from page 7) 

https://www.silverstarimports.com/
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Click here for more information  

https://files.constantcontact.com/3e9982c8001/96910e75-b686-4ad6-9b43-94b5059b067d.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/3e9982c8001/6cfda020-bc9e-4618-a81f-4dbd3a024ddf.pdf
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New Members 
Sharon Haldane, Oklahoma City 

Shelly Miller, Ardmore 

Membership Renewals 

Tyler Barnhart, 2019 

John Bowers, 2006 

Kenneth Doake, 2020 

Richard Martin, 2009 

John Norman, 2007 

Dirk Shaw, 2001 

Darrell L Smith, 2015 

Welcome New Members! 

Thank you Membership Renewals! 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

PICNIC  
Saturday, June 12, 2021 

E.C. Hafer Park 

1034 South Bryant 

Edmond, OK 

more specific details—coming soon 
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Sooner Star News is sponsored by Mercedes-Benz of Oklahoma City 
Thank you for your support! 

P. O. Box 21040 
Oklahoma City, OK 73156-1040 
email: central.ok.mbca@gmail.com 
website: https://centralok.mbca.org 
 
Officers– Central Oklahoma Section 
President 
Jeff Leatherock 405-943-5657 
leatherock@aol.com 

Vice President 
Carol Fisher 405-752-5959 
afisher@centraloc.edu 

Secretary 
Suzen Rodesney 405-640-5330 
suzen.rodesney@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Lance Highfill 405-659-0212 
lkhighfill@cox.net 

Directors– Central Oklahoma Section 
Greg Morgan 405-615-2501 
grmorgan41@gmail.com 
Ken Wells  405-340-1636 
ken@kenscougars.com 
Tom Whiteley 580-512-6317 
whiteleyt@att.net 
 
Newsletter Editor—Central Oklahoma Section 
Lisa Leatherock 405-943-5657 
leatherock@att.net 
 
Past President—Central Oklahoma Section 
Charles Woods 405-359-2821 
charlesbwoods1@gmail.com 
 
Regional Director—South Central Region 
Brett Jurick   214-773-7820 
bjurick@tx.rr.com 

https://www.facebook.com/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Central-Oklahoma-Section-116487505215294 
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